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1. About CITIES HUB AFRICA

CITIES HUB AFRICA is part of the initiative which first took shape in 1997, in the Department of City and Regional Planning of the University of Pennsylvania as a response to the shared challenges that cities from around the world are facing in the new global economy.

CITIES HUB AFRICA is a joint effort focussing on 20 cities located on the five continents. The basic objective is to identify the “Cluster of Excellence” and the competitive advantages of each city, and to present the principal urban innovations that they are developing, especially those that impact on the physical form of the city and the structure of the metropolitan city-region. A global “Network of Excellence” that encourages innovation and the exchange of experiences among the participating cities is shared.

The cities participating are located in many different countries, with different levels of development. Cities in Africa participate in CITES HUB AFRICA. Their common denominator is that they are unique or innovative in their urban structures, in the way they face urban problems, or in the urban policies they develop.

The participating cities also share the following characteristics:

1.1 They have visible components of success.

1.2 They seek to participate in a global world.

1.3 They have a profound vocation for innovation.

1.4 They share a willingness to cooperate with similar cities around the world in order to reach greater levels of excellence.

2. Strategic Partners of CITIES HUB AFRICA

CITIES HUB AFRICA is the initiative that was agreed upon at the United Cities and Local Governments of Africa (UCLGA) Commission B: Local Government and International Relations (15-18th May 2005). It is a non profit organization based in Pretoria South Africa.

The following organizations are strategic partners of CITIES HUB AFRICA:

2.1 The school of Architecture, Planning & Housing, KwaZulu-Natal University (KZNU)   

2.2 Technology Complex International Holdings (TCI)                                                   

2.3  Council for Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)
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3. The Global Strategic Partners of CITIES HUB AFRICA
The following organizations are also Strategic Partners of CITIES HUB AFRICA:

3.1 Graduate School of Fine Arts (GSFA) of the University of Pennsylvania

3.2  Eisenhower Fellowships (EEF)

3.3 University City Science Centre (UCSC)

3.4 International Advisory Council (IAC), a group of leaders, academics and experts at the highest levels.

3.5 The Fundacion Metropoli

3.6 Cities Hub Brazil

3.7 Cities Hub Singapore

3.8 International Society of City and Regional Planners (IsoCaRP)

3.9 Urban Land Institute (ULI)

3.10 Partners for Livable Communities (Partners)

3.11 Arab Urban Development Institute (AUDI)

3.12 Taller de Ideas (TdI)

4. The Participating Cities

The different cities of the world will face important challenges ahead. The challenges can be environmental, cultural, economic, technical, political or of community development.

CITES HUB AFRICA seeks to contribute to strengthening the capacity of the cities to successfully meet these challenges. Indeed, the capacity of a city to innovate to meet these challenges is possibly one of the principal competitive advantages.

CITIES HUB AFRICA is conceived so that the participating cities will be true partners in the process, involving different groups –political, economic, technical, academic and the civil society – that have the most through knowledge of their city. The success of the project requires the committed participation of the city authorities, the business community, the local universities and the civil society.
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5. Tasks to be developed within CITES HUB AFRICA 

(with the collaboration of the Strategic partners)

5.1 Design of the RESEARCH METHODOLOGY to be applied.

5.2 SELECTION of the participating cities.

5.3 COLLABORATION AGREEMENTS with key institutions from each participating city of the global Network of Excellence.

5.4 COLLOBORATION AGREEMENTS with strategic institutions from around the world.

5.5 BASIC RESEARCH. Direction and coordination of the basic investigation that is the CLUSTER OF EXCELLENCE, (this includes the design and administration of the City – Forum questionnaire; computer data entry and analysis of the responses; generation of a homogeneous set of basic cartography for the different cities, investigation of urban structure and relational accessibility; calculation of the diagnostic indicators; preliminary definition of the “Cluster of Excellence”; comparison and contrast of results. For this task, collaboration with local universities is essential.

5.6 WEB-SITE. The design and upkeep of the CITIES HUB AFRICA web pages. This requires permanent work in order for all project developments to be properly presented. As well as being an important source of information, the web pages will provide the persons and institutions belonging to the global Network of Excellence  with a channel of communication.

5.7 PUBLICATION OF THE RESULTS. The findings of the CITIES HUB AFRICA will be published. The publications will present the comparative visions of the 

INTERNATIONAL “CITIES FAIR”. An International Exposition of Cities is being planned in which the cities participating in the global Network of Excellence will be invited to participate and to exhibit carefully selected issues concerning urban projects, urban plans, art, culture, urban infrastructure, public transportation systems, airports, subways, water supply, sanitation systems, local initiatives requiring international funding, real-estate projects, urban tourism, etc.

5.8
GLOBAL NETWORK OF EXCELLENCE. Preparation of the parameters for establishment and the running of the Network of Excellence.

_____________________________________________________________________
CITIES HUB AFRICA

Mthembeni Mkhize

President, CITIES Hub Africa

5
1

